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DR. MAULANA KARENGA is professor of Black 
Studies at California State University, Long 
Beach. An activist-intellectual of national 
and international recognition, he is the 
executive director of the Kawaida Institute 
of Pan-African Studies, and Chair of the 
Organization Us and the National Association 

of Kawaida Organizations.  Also, he is the creator of the pan-African 
holiday Kwanzaa and the Nguzo Saba (The Seven Principles) and 
the author of numerous books including: Selections from the Husia: 
Sacred Wisdom of Ancient Egypt, The Book of Coming Forth By 
Day: The Ethics of the Declarations of Innocence, Odu Ifa: The 
Ethical Teachings, Kwanzaa, A Celebration of Family, Community 
and Culture, and  Introduction to Black Studies.

“Professor Karenga’s massive scholarly tome is the defi nitive work 
on classical African ethics and an essential authoritative source 
for the scholar and general reader interested in ancient Kemetic 
ethics, religion and culture. Indeed, it is diffi cult to image any 
serious consideration of the cultural ideals, values and thought of 
ancient Kemet without reference to this seminal work.”

Molefi  Kete Asante, Professor of African American Studies 
Temple University

“With Professor Karenga’s book . . . the reception of Egypt 
is entering a new phase. (It) is the fi rst attempt to revitalize 
a completely forgotten tradition of highest antiquity. This 
could only be achieved by someone embodying the skills and 
characteristics of a full-fl edged Egyptologist and the competence 
and commitment of an equally full-fl edged African American 
philosopher. Karenga is both. His book is an example of the fi nest 
Egyptological scholarship and it will certainly prove to be of 
highest interest for the ongoing debates in philosophy and Black 
Studies.”     

Jan Assmann, Professor of Egyptology 
   University of Heidelberg
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